The Social Networking & Communities minitrack focuses on questions of community building and management as mediated by social media and networking platforms. By 'communities', we include communities of practice, epistemic communities, communities of inquiry; as well as fully virtual communities, and social media use that supports or complements geographically based community. We called for research, theory, practice, or policy papers that address social networks and communities supported and/or complemented by social media for work, learning, socializing, economic and/or political processes, and/or that address theory, design, practices, use or evaluation of such social media use.
The minitrack has been ongoing since 2003 under various titles. This year, the minitrack comprises nine papers selected from 25 submissions, covering a wide range of topics related to the interrelationship between social media and communities in all aspects of our online and offline lives.
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